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Letters

i Don't buy land,
just help the
environment

I read in The Weekly Times
about the NSW land acquisi-
tions of Woodside and Ger-
man  insurance  company
Munich Re in the Heytesbmr-)‘y
area (“Mass I:mynup revol
July 24).

Wouldn't it begrmufthese
multinationals were to deude.—.x
to unrest in carbon mpturm
tiatives by working with e
ing communities instead of
disrupting ﬂlem by simply

case, they
could instead invest the mil-
lions being spent buying land
into Landcare, so that tree
planting and environmental
enhancement was done in

partnershrp with farmers and

local unities.
ln\mﬁhngsomeof the mass-
ive untaxed profits they are

making exporting Australia's

methane could also be invest-

“ed in the shift to bioenergy and
smmh;!droge

erhaps they could take a
~at what Maersk is plan-
ning near Launceston in start-

' anol production for
g of transportation fuel
‘useful for reducing de-
dence on diesel for farm

chinery.

Ukemse.Mun:ch Re.

~ Wouldn't they achieve a
etter long-term result if in-
their sustainable forestry
= partnerships with
y initiatives brok- -
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Olympic Games feyer
reachied Narrabril In NSW.
Iieran. Shephafd ‘carving ou
the Olympic rrigs’Jn 4 canot
crop;“on farmland gwned b
the University, of Sydney i
support of the Austral)
team. including t_o_c.u'ﬁ ef
Shannan Davey and:ro ;
Laura Gourloy. Currehtly/ 7
green, the candlais expecmd
to be yellow by the timerof

the closirig ceremony in’ parls _

Picture; Kieran ShEphard.

Chris, Rule/is. on ieaqe.

ered through Landcare and
communities?

Higher-rainfall regions are
well suited to farm-based agro-
forestry, where existing roads,
pasture and cropping areas
provide better fire manage-
ment opportunity.

Landholders could receive
agistment payments for the
trees and nearby sawmilling

‘would enable local employ-

ment supplying high-value
wood products.

Land ownership and con-
trol probably suit company
balance sheets better, but the
non-monetary gains from
community partnerships
would provide much better

-long—term gains for both par-

ties.
Dr Bruce Gill,
- Tatura
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